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The Berkshire BioBlitz is 
proudly 

presented by:  
 
 
 

 Berkshire Environmental Action Team 
Dr. Augie's Science Programs,  

Cornell University, 
Berkshire Museum,  
Greylock Federal,  

Unico, 
Berkshire Community College and  

 the city of Pittsfield  

in partnership with  
 

Hoffmann Bird Club, MA Division of Fish and Wildlife,  
MA Association of Conservation Commissions  

For more information see: 
http://www.berkshirebioblitz.org 

 Dr. Augie’s 



A BioBlitz (a.k.a. Biodiversity Day) is 

an action-packed day designed as 
part scientific endeavor, part contest, 

part environmental festival, and part 
educational program. 

 

During a BioBlitz scientists come to-
gether in a race against time to 

count as many species as they can in 
a given area over a 24-hour period.  

 
Berkshire Environmental Action Team, Dr. Augie's, and the Berkshire 

Museum have organized the third annual Berkshire BioBlitz. It happens 

on September 22 and 23 at Burbank Park in Pittsfield, located about 
three miles from downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

 
A BioBlitz increases the public’s awareness of the variety of life in their 

immediate area, and the importance of that diversity. The word 

“biodiversity” is often used to refer to rainforests with their vast num-
ber of species, while the diversity of life in our own backyards is phe-

nomenal. We may take for granted clean water, fertile soil, and clean 
air to breathe. Yet these resources are the result of a healthy ecosys-

tem supported by local plants and animals. What better way to address 
this topic than to  experience the vast array of species that can found 

in just one day? 

 
A BioBlitz is an excellent tool to 

excite both children and adults 
about science. During these 

events, biologists from many dis-

ciplines have the rare opportunity 
to share their passions with peo-

ple of all ages who will work side-
by-side toward a common goal. 

 

Come join us at the lake! 

What is a BioBlitz? 

All events are free and held at Burbank Park.  

Programs are weather-permitting.  
For details go to berkshirebioblitz.org   

 
Directions: Rte. 7 to West Street, right onto Valentine Road, left onto 

Lakeway Drive. Follow the drive to the parking lot at the end. Main site 

will be the Frank Controy Pavilion. 

Saturday September 22nd 
 

9 am: Nature exhibits Get up close and per-

sonal with some live specimens at the Frank 
Controy  

Pavilion. There will be live fish, newts, turtles, birds, insects, plants, and mush-
rooms to view and hold. 

 

At 11 am: BioBlitz begins! 
Scientists will begin to inventory insects, plants, fungi, birds, mammals, am-

phibians, fish and reptiles at Burbank Park at Onota Lake.  
 

5:00 pm: Welcoming Ceremony (Frank Controy Pavilion)  
Immediately followed by a spaghetti dinner served by 

Pittsfield Unico.  
 

6:00 pm: “Meet the Scientists” an informal gathering of 

the natural minds will begin. All ages welcome. 
 

7:00 pm: Make your own natural lantern (Frank Controy 

Pavilion) join Dr. Augie’s in the pavilion and make your 

take-home nature lantern. 
  
7:30pm to 8:30 pm: Owl Prowl (meet in parking lot) 
Join naturalist Rene Wendell (Bartholomew’s Cobble) “on 

the prowl” and search the park for nocturnal animals, with a special focus on 
owls. 

 

9:00 pm to 11:30 pm: Moth Light 

(beside the pavilion) 
Get an up-close view of moths and 

other night-flying insects as they are 

drawn to a lighted sheet. Mark Mello 
(Lloyd Center for the Environment) will 

sort out the species and provide hints 
on identification. 

 
 

Sunday September 23rd 

 
7:30 am to 8:30 am Bird Walk with Hoffman Bird Club (meet in parking lot) 

 
11 am BioBlitz ends.  

Scientists will turn n their preliminary lists to the coordinators. 

Schedule 


